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I . MEDIA LANDSCAPE

Purpose of Purple Book

We have seen an increase in a crackdown 

on the media. Whether it has been police 

investigations against reporters, 

cyber-harassment of journalists on social 

media platforms, or the denial of entry of 

media staff to press conferences, there has 

been a systemic push to clamp down on 

the freedom to report and access to 

information in Malaysia.

With this in mind, CIJ has worked to 

create this Purple Book for Journalists: a 

brief overview of the rights of journalists 

when faced with multiple situations, as 

well as an attempt to clarify many of 

the confusions journalists may have. 

Much of this work is built upon previous 

efforts by the Bar Council (particularly 

their Red Book) and other civic-minded 

organisations—we are adapting them 

to provide a more tailored guide for 

media practitioners.
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Il. Investigation and Arrest

If you are under arrest?
You should ask the police if they are arresting 

you as you have the right to be informed of your 

grounds of arrest. 

If the police do not allow you to leave and force 

you to the police station or handcuff you, you are 

arrested. If you are not arrested, then you may 

reject the police request to go to police station. 

However, you must not resist an arrest and 

remain calm as the police have the right to use 

reasonable force to arrest you if you resist.*

When making arrests, conducting raids, 

roadblocks or body searches, a police officer of 

at least the rank of Inspector (with a blue ID) 

must be present. You may also ask the officer 

which police station they are from and call it to 

verify the officers’ identity. You should always 

demand a warrant if you are being arrested.

What should you do when you are 
stopped by the police? 

If you are stopped by the police, and the police is not 

in uniform, you may ask for their police identification 

card. If they do not show you their identification card, 

you are not obligated to provide them with any 

information and may walk away. If they have shown 

their identification card, you are only required to give 

your name, ID card number, and address.
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Can you not go to the police station? 
If you are not an offender and are a witness, the police can only make 

an informal request that you give a 112 statement (witness testimony). 

You may cooperate immediately, or arrange a time and place that is 

more convenient for you. 

If you do not wish 
to cooperate, the Police may issue a formal order in writing, signed by 

an investigating officer. Even if you continue to disobey this order, you 

should not be arrested. The Police can request the Magistrate to issue a 

warrant against you to compel you to cooperate. 

When arrested 

When arrested, you should immediately 

exercise your right to contact a 

relative/friend/colleague as well as a 

lawyer or legal aid centre before 

answering any questions. Provide them 

with the time, place, and reason of your 

arrest as well as which police station 

you are being taken to. The police can 

only arrest you if they have reasonable 

belief that you are a suspect in a 

commission of an offence, and cannot 

arrest you if you are a potential witness 

and wish to take your statement.
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take 
notes

Do be polite and remember that you have the right to refuse to 

answer any question / remain silent，if the answer would have a 

tendency to expose you to a criminal charge or penalty. If you are 

unsure as to the effect of your answer, please inform the police officer 

that you require legal advice and wish to first seek counsel before 

answering any questions.

What is important is that you should bring a notebook and take notes 

of the entire interaction. This will help you maintain a record on your 

side. Please remember that often you are not allowed to bring/ use 

phones inside the police station.

After the interview, the police will ask you to sign your statement. 

Before signing, it is crucial to check the notes/ report written by the 

police officer. 

You have the right to make clarifications and corrections before 

signing the statement. 

Ensure that you sign with a legal signature below the last sentence 

to ensure it is not tampered after. 

How should I handle giving a statement to the police? 

1.

2.

3.

If you are giving a statement, 

If you are a witness or if you are brought in, your 

belongings should be returned to you upon release. 

However, if the investigators classify your belongings as 

evidence, they may confiscate them for you for purposes 

of the investigation. If there is a confiscation, you will be 

required to sign a form stating the belongings that have 

been taken from you.

What if your phone, simcard, 
camera or laptop is confiscated?  
1.

2.
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What if your home is raided?
Policemen on the ground tend to be in plainclothes, so it is 

important to first confirm the police officers’ identity.  

Senior level police officers, from the rank of Inspector and 

above, carry blue IDs, while constables and below carry 

yellow cards. Reserve police carry white IDs while red is for 

suspended policemen.

What if the police tells you to give 
up your source or recordings?
You are only obliged to give your full name, age, 

address and occupation. 

Remember, you have the right to remain silent. 

Politely but firmly repeat that you would like to 

exercise your right to silence. 

The Police cannot threaten or force you into 

revealing your sources. If you have been 

threatened, beaten or forced, please do consult a 

lawyer and lodge a police report against the 

offending officer. 

Generally, statements made during investigations 

cannot be used as evidence. However, the 

Statement can be used to support your defence 

during your trial.

011111112233333

SIR XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

ADDRESS
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Will you need legal representa-
tion? 
You have a right to legal representation. If you 

are called in as a witness or arrested, please 

seek legal representation. The Police may only 

detain you for up to 24 hours for investigation. 

If they cannot complete investigations within 

24 hours, they must bring you before a 

Magistrate for a remand order to extend your 

detention.

When the Police bring you before a Magistrate for a 

Remand Order, the Police must give reasons to the 

Magistrate why it is necessary to detain you for 

more than 24 hours. 

The Magistrate can deny the remand order, thereby 

releasing you. They also may issue a remand order 

shorter than that requested by the police if they do 

not believe it is reasonable. The remand may not be 

longer than 4 or 7 days, depending on the offence.

Of course, the police may ask for yet another 

extension. In this case, the Magistrate can again 

make a Remand Order of not more than 3 days

or 7 days depending on the offence.

What happens before a Magistrate? 
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If you find yourself appearing before the Magistrate 

without legal representation, inform the Magistrate 

that you want to contact a lawyer as well as your 

family/friend. 

If the police have threatened you, abused you, or 

denied you medical attention/adequate 

food/water/clothing/access to the toilet, you should 

also bring this up to the Magistrate. You should be 

aware that free legal representation is provided to 

all citizens by the National Legal Aid Foundation.

You should not attempt to argue your own remand 

proceedings because you would be unfamiliar with 

the law and it is likely that the Magistrate will grant 

the full length of remand requested by the police. 

Therefore, it is highly advisable to engage the 

services of a lawyer for the remand proceedings. 

What should you tell the magistrate?

What if the police tells you to give 
up your source or recordings?
You are only obliged to give your full name, age, 

address and occupation. 

Remember, you have the right to remain silent. 

Politely but firmly repeat that you would like to 

exercise your right to silence. 

The Police cannot threaten or force you into 

revealing your sources. If you have been 

threatened, beaten or forced, please do consult a 

lawyer and lodge a police report against the 

offending officer. 

Generally, statements made during investigations 

cannot be used as evidence. However, the 

Statement can be used to support your defence 

during your trial.
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Defamation is the act of harming the reputation of 

another by making a false statement (written or oral) 

to another person. 

There are two types of defamation -  libel and slander. 

Libel occurs when the defamatory statement is 

broadcasted or made through written form 

such as Facebook post, Twitter tweets, articles, 

newspaper reports, e-mails and recordings. 

Slander occurs when the defamatory 

statement is made through oral form such as 

spoken words and gestures. Defamation could 

attract both civil and criminal liability.

What is Defamation?

A.

B.

Defamation works on the premise that a person's 

good name has value and if that good name is 

destroyed, the person who destroys it should be 

made to pay.

Ill. Defamation

What should you do if a source (politicians etc) 
denies a story, accuses you of spinning and you 
are accused of defamation? 

10



That the statement is defamatory of

the plaintiff

That it was published or communicated to a 

third person.

The defamatory statement damaged the 

reputation of the plaintiff. However, even if a 

statement is defamatory, a defendant would not 

be liable if it can be proven that the statement is 

justified, the statement was a fair comment, or 

the statement was made under privilege.

How to prove Defamation?
To prove defamation, the plaintiff must show: 

To sue for defamation, they must first issue a 

letter of demand for retraction and apology. 

At this point, you should seek legal advice 

immediately before responding to the letter 

of demand.
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Generally we would advise to keep your 

personal social media profiles separate 

from work/ public facing profiles. 

If you are simply retweeting your own 

article for work, it should still fall under 

your work scope/ dissemination of the 

original article. 

If you add commentary on articles that 

are not reflected in the published text, 

then this will be subjected to legal 

interpretation. 

What about comments made
outside of the official scope
of work, such as on personal
social media?
What happens then?

In any case, recent precedent 

has seen netizens charged 

under Section 499 of the Penal 

Code or Section 233 of the 

Communication and 

Multimedia Act. Netizens have 

also been cited for contempt 

of court. In any of these cases, 

please immediately seek legal 

representation.

Recent precedent 
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IV: On Reporting

What if your media company 
doesn’t have your back? What if 
I am a freelancer?
In most cases of investigation or suits of 

defamation, the charges will include the publisher 

and editor, even in the case of freelance work. 

Those seeking compensation for reputational 

damage naturally tend to include as many 

defendants as possible.

Even if the media company claims they have 

nothing to do with you, they must be able to prove 

this with evidence in a court of law, as at the end 

of the day, they still published the article and 

therefore share liability. 

What happens if you lose your 
job during the course of your 
trial for an offence carried 
out during the course of your 
work?
Generally, such occurrences are rare, 

especially since publishers, editors, and 

journalists are often investigated as a 

group. However, should such a thing 

happen, it is possible to look into unfair 

dismissal and consult with a lawyer. 
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Can you lose your media accreditation 
pass if you are accused of misreporting?
Technically, yes. The media pass is issued by the 

Department of Information and can be revoked at their 

discretion. It is not a legal category.

As stated above, a media pass is not a legal document 

and as such the terms of the pass can be revised by the 

Department of Information at any time. Past incidents 

have shown selective enforcement by authorities on the 

requirement of an official pass for entry into press 

conferences. 

That being said, a media pass generally allows you more 

credibility and flexibility to enter press events/ interpress 

groups. However, regardless of your media pass, private 

property owners have the right to deny you entry. 

What is the right of journalists 
to move/ be around/ be at PCs/ 
private property/ government 
offices? Can you be arrested for 
trespassing or denied access?
Journalists have, like other members of the 

public, the right to move around in public 

spaces and report. In principle, government 

buildings should be accessible to all as they 

are built to provide services to all citizens. 

However, usually in the name of security 

concerns and most recently pandemic 

concerns, some places such as Parliament 

have regulations to denote the right to entry. 
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What happens if you lose your 
job during the course of your 
trial for an offence carried 
out during the course of your 
work?
Generally, such occurrences are rare, 

especially since publishers, editors, and 

journalists are often investigated as a 

group. However, should such a thing 

happen, it is possible to look into unfair 

dismissal and consult with a lawyer. 

V: Resources

Where can you get a lawyer?
Should you require a lawyer, you may 

reach out to the Bar Council to direct you 

to an appropriate legal firm. 

How can you pay for legal defense? 
If you cannot afford to pay for legal defense, there 

are several entities in Malaysia which can offer 

Legal Aid. All legal aid providers employ what is 

called the means test to determine your financial 

capabilities and eligibility for aid.

Legal Aid Department that is funded by the 

government.

Bar Council which has legal aid clinics 

across the different states of Malaysia. 

National Legal Aid Foundation (also known 

as YBGK). 

You may also access the legal defense 

fund managed by the Freedom of 

Expression Cluster of NGOs (contact/ link) 

1.

2.

3.

4.
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The Centre for Independent Journalism, Malaysia (CIJ) is a 20 year old feminist, 
freedom of expression watchdog and non-profit organisation that aspires for a 
society that is democratic, just and free, where all peoples will enjoy free media 

and the freedom to express, seek and impart information.

Centre for Independent Journalism 

cijmalaysia@gmail.com

www.cijmalaysia.net

CIJ_Malaysia          CIJ.my

Centre for Independent Journalism


